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History 4390 ● The American Revolution and the British Atlantic Empire (CRN 20974) ● Spring 2008 

 

Instructor: David Ryden, PhD 

Website: www.uhd.edu/~rydend/amrev/amrev.htm 

 

Meeting Time: TR 10.00a.m. – 11:45 p.m. Email: rydend@uhd.edu 

Classroom: A622 Telephone: 713 221 2767 

Prerequisites: Hist 1305; 3 additional hrs in hist; Jr. 

standing; or consent of instructor. 

Office: N-1043  

Office Hours:  MW 1:30-3:30 & by appointment 

 

Course Description:  

 

This course focuses on the decolonization of the British North America Empire 

from a trans-Atlantic perspective.    The curriculum explores both the political and 

social causes/consequences of the American Revolution.   Themes emphasized in 

this course include the rationale for independence; the mobilization of the 

Loyalist, imperial, and Revolutionary forces; and the war’s impact on the Empire.   
 

Educational Objectives/Learning Outcomes: 

 

Students who successfully complete this course will be able to:  

 

• Express the key reasons for Britain’s divided Empire.  

• Explain why the British government initiated a set of policies that were deemed 

offensive by the Americans. 

• Describe the ideological origins of the American Revolution. 

• Explain the methods of protest embraced by the colonists. 

• Show a broad understanding of the strategic advantages and disadvantages possessed by 

military leaders. 

• Detail the roles that slaves, Native Americans, and women played in the Revolution. 

• Show the immediate and long run significance of the Revolution from an international 

perspective. 

 

In short, the students who successfully complete this course will have a broad understanding of the 

political, social, and economic forces that led the decolonization of Britain’s Atlantic Empire. 

 

 

 General University Policies and Procedures: 

 

All students are subject to UH-Downtown’s Academic Honesty Policy and to all other university-

wide policies and procedures as they are set forth in the UH-Downtown University Catalog and 

Student Handbook. 

NB: The University of Houston-Downtown maintains an honesty code, which is an essential 

element of the institution's academic credibility and integrity.  It is the student's responsibility to 

become familiar with the code and abide by it.  Academic honesty is the foundation upon which 

the student builds personal integrity and establishes a standard of personal behavior.  In this course 

these university policies, outlined in PS 03.31, will apply.  ‘A violation of the honesty code is any 

activity which compromises the academic integrity or subverts the educational process of the 

university, including but not limited to, the following examples. 

 

• Providing or receiving information for unauthorized use during exams, quizzes, or other 

graded work. 
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• Failing to report incidents of academic dishonesty. 

• Using unauthorized notes, books, or other disallowed materials to aid in answering 

questions during an examination. 

• Serving as or enlisting another person to take a test in the student’s place or to do any 

academic work for which the student will receive academic credit. 

• Plagiarizing. 

• Changing answers and attempting to claim instructor error. 

• Any other conduct intended to obtain academic credit fraudulently or dishonestly, which 

a reasonable person in the same or similar circumstances would recognize as dishonest or 

improper in an academic setting.” 

 

In addition there are honesty code requirements for this history course.  Students must not use any 

notes, outlines, or verbal information during exams.  Students must return all exam materials to 

the professor after the exams have been graded and returned to students for their perusal.  Failure 

to return printed exam materials will result in a zero on that exam and possibly other disciplinary 

action.   Once a student begins an exam, the student may not leave the room without forfeiting 

finishing the exam. 

 

ADA Statement: 

 

UHD adheres to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations and guidelines with 

respect to providing reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities.  Students with 

disabilities should register with Disabled Student Services (S-409, 713.226.5227) and contact the 

professor in a timely manner (preferably before the first test) to arrange for appropriate 

accommodations. 

 

Required Books: 

 

 

Linda K. Kerber, Women of the Republic: Intellect and Ideology in Revolutionary America (New 

York: W.W. Norton, 1980). 

 

Pauline Maier, American Scripture: Making the Declaration of Independence (New York: Alfred 

A. Knopf, 1997) 

 

 James Kirby Martin and Mark Edward Lender, A Respectable Army: The Military Origins of the 

Republic, 1763-1789 (Arlington Heights, Ill.: H. Davidson, 1982). 

 

Cassandra Pybus, Epic Journeys of Freedom (Boston: Beacon Press, 2006). 

 

 

Required Articles and Book Chapters: 

  

The schedule below is a full listing of all the readings required for this class.  Note that some of 

the articles are electronically available via JSTOR and others are on reserve.  I will give an in-

class demonstration on how to access JSTOR.  Should a student miss this overview, s/he can ask a 

reference librarian for assistance.  Students can always make an appointment to see me should s/he 

have any questions regarding the class.  It is the student’s responsibility to get a copy of all the 

readings in the schedule. 
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Tentative Schedule: 

I. INTRODUCTION 

    

1 01.15.2008 Overview 

  
  

2 1.17.2008 Overview and Frameworks for considering the Revolution 

  
 Jack P. Greene, “Explaining the American Revolution: Questions 

Resolved and Unresolved,” in his Understanding the American 

Revolution: Issues and Actors (Charlottesville: University Press of 

Virginia, 1995), 1-17.† 

II. THE BRITTLE BOND OF EMPIRE 

3 1.22.2008 Britain’s Eighteenth-Century Atlantic Empire: New England 

   Daniel Vickers, “The Northern Colonies: Economy and Society, 1600-

1775,” in Stanley L. Engerman and Robert E. Gallman, (eds.) The 

Cambridge Economic History of the United States (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1996), 209-248.  

4 1.24.2008 Britain’s Eighteenth-Century Slave Empire 

   Russell R. Menard, “Economic and Social Development of the South,” 

in Engerman and Gallman, (eds.) Cambridge Economic History, 249-

295. 

Andrew Jackson O’Shaugnessy, An Empire Divided: The American 

Revolution and the British Caribbean, 35-57.† 

5 1.29.2008 Imagining Empire 

  
 Steven Sarson, British America, 1500-1800: Creating Colonies 

Imagining An Empire (London: Hodder Arnold, 2005), 189-220.† 

W.A. Speck “The International and Imperial Context,” in Jack P. Greene 

and J.R. Pole, Colonial British America: Essays in the New History of 

the Early Modern Era (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 

1984), 384-407. † 

Primary Source Readings:  

Montesquieu’s, “Of the Constitution of England” (1748) found in 

Cynthia A. Kierner ed., Revolutionary America, 1750-1815: Sources 

and Interpretation (Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2003), 11-

14.  † 

Postlethwayt’s “Britain’s Commercial Interest Explained and 

Improved” (1757) found in Kierner ed., Revolutionary America, 14-

16.  † 

6 1.31.2008 The Great War for Empire I 

  
 Patrice Louis-René Higonnet, “The Origins of the Seven Years' War,” 

The Journal of Modern History 40 (1968): 57-90. 
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7 2.5.2008 The Great War for Empire II 

  
 D. Peter MacLeod , “Microbes and Muskets: Smallpox and the Years' 

Participation of the Amerindian Allies of New France in the Seven 

War,” Ethnohistory 39 (1992): 42-64. 

 
2.6.2008   essay 1 due at 11:59 PM 

 

II. AN EMPIRE DIVIDED 

8 2.7.2008 The Peace of Paris and a New American Policy 

  
 William L. Grant, “Canada Versus Guadeloupe, An Episode of the 

Seven Years' War,” The American Historical Review 17 (1912): 735-

743. 

Jack P. Greene, “The Seven Years’ War and the American Revolution: 

The Causal Relationship Reconsidered,” Journal of Imperial and 

Commonwealth History  7 (1980): 85-105. 

9 2.12.2008 The Proclamation Line and the Settler Problem 

  
 Gregory Evans Dowd, “The French King Wakes up in Detroit: "Pontiac's 

War" in Rumor and History,” Ethnohistory 37 (1990): 254-278. 

10 2.14.2008 Grenville and the Origins a New Fiscal Policy 

  
 Dora Mae Clark, “George Grenville as First Lord of the Treasury and 

Chancellor of the Exchequer, 1763-1765,” The Huntington Library 

Quarterly 13 (1950): 383-397. 

11 2.19.2008 Taxation without Representation 

  
Edmund S. Morgan, “Thomas Hutchinson and the Stamp Act,” The New 

England Quarterly 21 (1948): 459-492.   

12 2.21.2008 Perspectives on Colonial Rights 

  
 Primary Source Readings:  

“John Adams on the British Constitution” (1766) found in Kierner 

ed., Revolutionary America, 24-26. † 

“The Supremacy of Parliament” (1766) found in Kierner ed., 

Revolutionary America, 26-27. † 

Stephen Hopkins, “The Right of the colonies Examined” (1765) 

found in Kierner ed., Revolutionary America, 49-51. † 

James Otis, “A Vindication of the British Colonies” (1765) found in 

Kierner ed., Revolutionary America, 51-53. † 

13 2.26.2008 Popular Uprisings in Perspective 

   Pauline Maier, “Popular Uprisings and Civil Authority in Eighteenth-

Century America,” William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd Ser., 27 (1970): 3-

35. 
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14 2.28.2008 British Oppression? 

   O. M. Dickerson, “The Commissioners of Customs and the ‘Boston 

Massacre,’” The New England Quarterly 27 (1954): 307-325. 

 3.2.2008  essay 2 due at 11:59 PM 

15 3.4.2008 The Declaration of Independence—From an International Perspective The  

   The Declaration of Independence 

David Armitage, "The Declaration of Independence and International 

Law," William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd Ser., 59 (Jan. 2002): 39-64. 

 

16 3.6.2008 The Declaration of Independence: From the Bottom-Up 

   Pauline Maier, American Scripture: Making the Declaration of 

Independence (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1997). 

III. THE REVOLUTION AND ITS PARTICIPANTS   

17 3.11.2008 Midterm Exam  

18 3.13.2008 The Wealthiest Colonists and the American War 

   Andrew O’Shaughnessy, “The Stamp-Act Crisis in the British 

Caribbean,” William and Mary Quarterly 51 (1994): 203-226. 

T.R. Clayton, “Sophistry, Security, and Socio-Political Structures in the 

American Revolution, or, why Jamaica did Not Rebel,” Historical 

Journal 29 (1986): 319-344. 

19 3.25.2008 Winning the Battlefield 

   James Kirby Martin and Mark Edward Lender, The American Revolution 

in Indian Country: Crisis and Diversity in Native American Communities 

(New York: Cambridge University Press, 1995). 

20 3.27.2008 The Slaves’ Rebellion 

   Alan D. Watson, “Impulse Toward Independence: Resistance and 

Rebellion Among North Carolina Slaves, 1750-1775,” The Journal of 

Negro History 63 (1978): 317-328. 

21 4.1.2008 Native Americans and the(ir) Fight for Independence  

   Colin G. Calloway, “‘We Have Always Been the Frontier:’ The 

American Revolution in Shawnee Country, American Indian Quarterly,  

16 (Winter, 1992): 39-52. 

22 4.3.2008 Women  and Gender during the Revolutionary Era 

   Linda K. Kerber, Women of the Republic: Intellect and Ideology in 

Revolutionary America (New York: W.W. Norton, 1980). 

 4.7.2008 essay 3 due at 11:59 PM 
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23 4.8.2008 Women and Gender in the Revolution Era II 

   Ruth Bloch, “The Gendered Meanings of Virtue in Revolutionary 

America,” Signs 13 (1987): 37-58. 

IV. IMPERIAL IMPLICATIONS 

24 4.10.2008 Re-imagining Empire 

   Eliga H. Gould, “A Virtual Nation: Greater Britain and the Imperial 

Legacy of the American Revolution,” The American Historical Review 

104 (1999): 476-489. 

John L. Bullion, “George III on Empire, 1783” The William and Mary 

Quarterly, 3rd Ser., 51 (Apr., 1994): 305-310. 

 

25 4.15.2008 Re-imagining Empire II 

   D. L. Mackay, “Direction and Purpose in British Imperial Policy, 1783-

1801,” Historical Journal 17 (1974): 487-501. 

 D. Wahrman, “The English Problem of Identity in the American 

Revolution,” American Historical Review 12008 (2001): 1236-1262. 

V.  REVOLUTION’S REACH 

26 4.17.2008 The Spread of Revolution  

   Valentina Peguero, “Teaching the Haitian Revolution: Its Place in 

Western and Modern World History,” The History Teacher 32 (1998): 

33-41.  

27 4.22.2008 Black Loyalists and their Imperial Odyssey  

  
 

Cassandra Pybus, Epic Journeys of Freedom (Boston: Beacon Press, 

2008). 

28 4.24.2008 Recalling the Revolution 

  
 

William H. Nelson, “The Revolutionary Character of the American 

Revolution,” The American Historical Review 70 (1965): 998-1014. 

Alfred F. Young, “Revolution in Boston? Eight Propositions for Public 

History on the Freedom Trail,” Public Historian 25 (2003): 17-41. 

 4.29.2008 Reading Day:  essay 4 due at 11:59 PM 

29 TBA Final Exam FINAL EXAM: SEE UNIVERSITY WEBSITE FOR DATE 
http://www.uhd.edu/academic/calendars/0708/spring08finals.htm 

  
 

 

  

† = Not available via JSTOR (on reserve) 

Note: This schedule is subject to revision.  Any changes will be announced in class.  In the event of an 

absence, it is the student’s responsibility to contact me or a fellow student for changes made to the 

schedule.  
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Course Requirements: 

 

Class Participation: Students are expected to attend all classes.  I will take attendance everyday 

and those not present during roll call will be counted as “absent.”  It is the student’s responsibility 

to withdraw from the course if need be.  Students will be held responsible for all material covered 

in class as well as any announcements I make concerning examinations, due dates, papers, 

readings, etc.  Students should come to class having read the assignment and be prepared to 

intelligently discuss the material. Unannounced quizzes may be employed and will subsequently 

be averaged into the “class participation grade.” 

 

Examinations: There will be a midterm and a final examination.  Both tests will be a combination 

of essay and short answer.  You may not take an exam if you are more than twenty minutes late. 

 

Essays: Students are required to write four essays scheduled in the above table.  They will be 

submitted electronically via Vista’s “Drop Box”.  The specific topics and directions for these 

homework assignments will be electronically distributed via the class website.  These four- to 

five- paged papers must be typed in Times New Roman font at 12 point.  They must be double-

spaced with 1.25 margins.  Punctuation, style, footnotes, etc., will be according to Kate L. 

Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations. A letter grade will be 

deducted for late papers submitted within the first 24 hours after the papers are due. Papers 

submitted more than 24 hours after the deadline, but less than 48 hours after the deadline, 

will be deducted two letter grades.  No papers will be accepted 48 hours after the due date.  

If you have any questions concerning the essays or would like me to look it over before they are 

due, arrange a time to meet with me.  

 

Assignment Weights for Final Grade 

 

Midterm 15%

Final 20%

Essays 55%

Class Participation 10%

  
 

Where:  A= 90-100; B =80-89; C=70-79; D=60-69; and F=0-59 

 

 


